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everyone. I’m Jackie Robinson, 
sssignment for my first Via Pacis 
‘owrite about the kids in the com- 
{tis felt that I am qualified for this 
lam an Aunt to all of them. 
¢’s start at the beginning, with 
tyde, the oldest child in our com- 
_ Two weeks before he was due to 
swe lost our mother’s sister, our 
miClem. Fearing early labor, we 
ily, decided it was too close to his 
jput him and Carla through the 
fafamily funeral. She was not al- 
ugo. This, of course, did not sit 
wm Carla at all. After the coaxing 
ssiblings, she conceded to our 
. Two weeks later, labor started. 
ight grueling hours after that, our 
ig baby boy was born weighing in 
inds 13 ounces. Giving birth to an 
10 pound child and a first birth at 
sno easy feat, but both mom and 
ue it through very well. Julius was 
wiest newborn child I’ve ever held 
ding him was a joy that can never 
____whed. He was so warm and won- 
the most beautiful baby I had ever 
julius wasted no time becoming a 
eof our family. Two weeks after 
ethe hospital, he was holding his 
wp and looking around. He was 
- \happy and healthy. Watching him 
grow and grow into the wonderful 
iman he is today has been only a plea- 
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lus is now a sixteen-year-old junior 

jtHigh School. Unlike his mother, 

sis a very quiet, soft-spoken young 

.. *lfnot for the Joud music coming from 

“#lroom, or the fact that all the largest 

ind glasses in the house have disap- 

d, we wouldn’t know he was around 

of the time.. Like most high school 
mums, he is very active...sports being his 
ler one love. School is his mom’s 
at one love for him. He just finished 
S's lettering year of varsity football, 
© ‘anxiously awaiting his first year as a 
ty basketball player. Tryouts just 

© «and it’s going to be a long week at 
ho Us House until they are over. Julius 
member of PEP, an organization for 
Frcll being and educational inspiration 
«ung minority students who want a 
xe to succeed. He is also a member of 
Science Bound Program sponsored by 
aState University, and has been an ac- 
‘member for the last 3 years. Julius, 

‘I said before, is a very active young 
jand not around the house much; still, 
swilling to help in any way when he is 

, We only have a short year and a half 
to fully enjoy him before he sets sail 
tollege. He and Carla just spend a re- 
Saturday touring the University of 
thern Iowa on a college-sponsored tour 
he PEP Club. There is never a dull 
nent around the oldest child in our com- 

sity. 

Now let’s move on to Joshua Clarence 
owas born on a sunny day the sixth of 
. He is our middle child in the com- 
nity. Joshua’s birth was relatively nor- 
| After only 4 hours of labor, Joshua 
ved. He weighed in at only 7 pounds 4 
ices, not at all the heavy weight his 
her was. Born while living at the 
tholic Worker, he has spent the first 
yen years of his life in community. He 
sweaved us into his spell from the very 
ining. He has the gift of being the lov- 
one in our family. From day one, Josh’s 
ams worked wonders on guests and 
nmunity members alike. Even before 
could talk, he mesmerized everyone with 
===—% warm smile and endless ringlets of 
iden brown curls. Josh’s curls made 


Shirley Temple’s hair look straight. 

He is now an 11 year old student at May 
Goodrell Middle School. Josh is the artist 
in the family. From an early age his artistic 
talents have shown through. He is never 
too far from paper and pen because he never 
knows when the opportunity to draw may 
arise. Joshua was picked for the Talented 
and Gifted Program, TAG, through the Des 


that I have one son, five nephews and three 
nieces and I have been actively involved in 
each of their lives. He wouldn’t have been 
safer with anyone else in the world. Carla 
walked in a blinding blizzard-en the day 
my son was bom, just to see us. This gives 
you alittle history about the bond between 
us as sisters. 

Jordan is now a nine-year-old fourth 
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From Left to right: Josh, Carla, Julius, Teshiaya, and Jordan 


Moines Public Schools for his artistic abili- 
ties in the first grade. He spends summers 
at the TAG program offered at North High 
School which gives him the chance to ex- 
plore different areas of the art world. 
Joshua has found another passion which is 
running. He may be going out for the 
school track team. Basketball offered by 
the Grubb YMCA is starting soon, and he 
will be participating again this year. After 
winning a trophy for his team’s record last 
year, defending their number one status will 
be top on his list for the upcoming season. 

For all of you who know or are a middle 
child, this fits Joshua. Mr. Middle isn’t al- 
ways the best position to be in. He is a 
very articulate and calculating young man, 
so being the middle child is a challenge he 
is well suited for. Because of his command- 
ing presence, he will never be lost in the 
shuffle. Joshua, our community’s closest 
resemblance to a young politician, can and 
is willing to schmooze with the best of them. 

Jordan Michael, born the last of the 
bunch, is by far not the least. Jordan was 
almost born in the doctor’s office. During 
what was to be a regular prenatal checkup, 
Jordan was already making his presence 
known. The baby was crowning when 
Carla was rushed to Mercy Hospital from 
the doctor’s office. Good thing the hospi- 
tal was only a few blocks away! Jordan 
came into the world on December 12th, 
weighing 8 pounds and 4 ounces. This was 
not at all a regular birth since there were 
no labor pains...he just arrived! Early child- 
hood with him was a breeze. I remember 
Jordan being six weeks old and Carla go- 
ing off to Washington, DC, for a protest 
rally, leaving me in charge of the boys. 
Nothing remarkable happened during her 
absence except that all my friends and co- 
workers were shocked and amazed that my 
sister would leave her brand new baby with 
me. I clearly remember explaining to them 


grade student at Moulton Elementary. He 
is by far the child who most resembles his 
mother. I see this resemblance in the way 
they both are so easily excited, exuberant 
about learning, and have a love for life and 
giving. He has the kindest heart of all the 
children in our community. He wears his 
heart on his sleeve most of the time which 
exposes him to a wide variety of emotions, 
making him the first to cry, and the first to 
forgive and move on. 

Jordan just finished a spectacular flag 
football season as the quarterback of his 
team, passing and running for touchdowns 
like a seasoned pro. He, just like Julius 
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and Joshua, is anxiously waiting for bas- 
ketball season to start. He is already exer- 
cising, doing basketball drills and warm ups 
ona nightly basis. Not only a talented ath- 
Jete, Jordan has been in the TAG program 
since kindergarten. He excels in reading, 
math, and science. Jordan, just like his 
mother, has a passion for learning, reading 
being their number one love. He is the child 
who will hide under the covers at night just 
to keep reading. Just recently he got anew 
pair of glasses due to the many accidents 
nine year old boys who love to read have. 
Jordan, who I like to call Mr Question 
Mark, is our community sponge soaking 
up all the knowledge he can. 

Teshaiya, the very youngest member of 
the DMCW was born January 21, 1994, 
during a raging blizzard in Iowa City. She 
came into the world weighing 7 Ibs. 9 oz. 
Teshaiya is my niece’s youngest child, num- 
ber six in her family. Teshaiya joined our 
community in July and will be staying until 
sometime early next year. Removed from 
her mom’s care by the Department of Hu- 
man Services, we as a family are working 
diligently for their reunification as a fam- 
ily. After five months in our care, I can 
honestly say having a five-year-old is a lot 
of work. Also, adding a girl to a house full 
of boys has its challenges. 

Teshaiya is in kindergarten at Moulten 
Elementary, and just like her cousins and 
Aunt Carla, ioves to learn. She just had a 
wonderful conference. She knows all of 
her letters and numbers and is reading a 
few sight words with ease. She loves 
school and never has problems with not 
wanting to go. Shay, her nickname, loves 
the guests who visit our home. She plays 
Uno with anyone who wants to play. Full 
of questions and energy, she has a way of 
making everyone’s spirits rise. Always 
wanting to help with chores, she spent 
Thanksgiving evening helping sort potatoes 
to be peeled and carrying garbage to the 
dumpster. She truly shows a love for ser- 
vice at a very young age and is a wonder- 
ful addition to our DMCW family: 

The children in our community are a 
constant reminder of the wonders of our 
Lord. Being a part of their lives, watching 
and helping them grow, keeps me focused 
on the importance of the work we do, not 
only in our local community and neighbor- 
hood, but also in the world. We are trying 
to make a safe place for them to call home. 
Thanks for reading my ramblings. Have a 
safe and joy filled holiday season. 

God Bless. 
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“If there’s no children... 


by Fr Frank Cordaro 
In this Christmas issue of Via Pacis, we focus on our chil- 
dren, both the children in our community and the children in our 
neighborhood. Liz McAlister, a founding member of the Jonah 
|| House resistance community in Baltimore, MD and mother of 
; three, once said of community life, “If there’s no children in your 
community, there’s no community.” 

Catholic Worker communal life, the works of mercy, and resis- 
tance ways are not easy paths to walk. At first glance, one might 
think that such a radical alternative way of living, with all of its 
risks and insecurities, would be better served by single adults and 
childless couples. 

Dorothy Day, our co-founder, had some very definite and 
strong opinions about raising children in Catholic Worker com- 
munities. She was against it! Sensing that she did a poor job at 
raising her only daughter in the movement, she did not feel that 
children should be raised in the chaotic life of a Catholic Worker 
House. 

Two, three and now four generations of Catholic Workercom- 
munities, it is more and more common to have familiés with chil- 
dren living in Catholic Worker houses. At the 1997 centennial 
birthday gathering of Dorothy Day in Las Vegas, J was surprised 
and delighted to see just how many families with children are 
living in Catholic Worker communities across the country. 

Raising children in Catholic Worker communities is one of 
the most radical witnesses a community can make. Children bring 
and demand a kind of stability and continuity that cannot be done 
in any other way. It shows that a Catholic Worker lifestyle is not 
just for single adults or childless couples but it is something any- 
one can do. 

The DMCW has been blessed to have Carla Dawson-Ngamo 
and her three sons with us for over ten years. The recent addi- 
tion of Carla’s sister, Jackie, and her great niece, Teshaiya, to our 
community has only increased our blessings. 

This issue’s cover photo is of Christina Martin and her son 
Christian James Wainwright. We believe little Christian to be our 
truly miracle child of the year. Last fall, Christian’s mother Chris- 
tina and his father James were not doing well. Seven months 
pregnant, Christina and James were living on the streets, doing 
hard drugs. They hung around the house as much as they could; 
when the house closed at night, they slept out on our picnic table 
in the back yard. As the days got colder and colder and Christina 
and James continued to live the hard life of drugs on the streets, 
we were all concerned about the health and safety of the child 
Christina was carrying. It did not help that the both of them were 
often fighting with each other. Despite repeated pleas on our 
part, nothing seem to be working to get them off the streets. 
Finally, when we offered to send them to the Catholic Worker in 
Dubuque to have their baby, Christina and James agreed. Chris- 
tina and James did what was required of them; they got off the 
drugs, stayed clean, and gave birth to their healthy baby boy - 
truly a miracle child. 
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Working with SYJAC in Chiapas 


by Sister Chloe Amezcua 


Let me introduce myself. ’'m 
Oliva Murillo Amezcua (Sister 
Chloe). I was born and raised in 
the State of Michoacan, Mexico. 
In 1961 I entered the congrega- 
tion of Sisters of San Jose de Lyon 
in Mexico City. I studied on the 
first and second levels working in 
courses of open theology. I con- 


people, largely indigenous, that 
forma belt of poverty and misery 
around the cities of Chamula, 
Teipsca, La Raizar, Mitantic and 
San Cristobal de las Casas. 
SYJAC serves as the re- 
gional office for Habitat for Hu- 
manity. Over 300 homes have 
been built through our Habitat 
office. Ona day to day basis, we 
do direct care and support for the 
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Sister Chloe at SYJAC in Chiapas 


centrated on rural social studies 
with courses in cooperatives, de- 
velopment of community and pas- 
toral care. 

After my education and train- 
ing, for the next ten years I 
worked in Coyote in the state of 
Coahuila in the development of 
base communities. After this, I 
worked 12 years with Tzeltales 
Indians in Oxuch and the Zoque 
peoples of Amatan in the state of 
Chiapas. 

Since 1996 I have worked 
with SYJAC in San Cristobal de 
las Casas. SYJAC is an indepen- 
dent faith-based ecumenical orga- 
nization. (SYJAC is an acronym 
for a Tzotzil title which translates 
as service to the people.) It was 
established by Bishop Samuel 
Ruiz and representative members 
of indigenous peoples in the re- 
gion. The work of SYJAC is ser- 
vice to tens of thousands of 
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The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel cail to compassionate action as summarized 
by the Sermon on the Mount. In the spirit of the Catholic Worker 
tradition, we are committed to a simple, nonviolent lifestyle as we live 
and work among the poor. We directly serve others by opening our 
home for those in need of food, clothing, bedding, a shower, or a cup 
of coffee and conversation. We also engage in activities that foster 
social justice. 


Stshop Dingman Reuse 
1310 7th St. 

(515) 243-0765 
Community members: 
Frank Cordaro 

Richard Flamer 

Jerry Dermody 

Mike Thompson 


Msgr. Ligutts House 
1301 8th St. 

(515) 246-9887 
Community members: 
Mike & Fran Fuller 


Aazanas House 

1317 8th St. 

(515) 246-1499 

Community members: 

Ed Bloomer 

The Dawson-Ngamo family: Carla. 
Richard, Julius, Joshua & Jordan 
Jackie Robinson 

Teshaiya McDonald 

Irving Schroeder 


Commantty Garden 
1307 8th St. 
(515) 283-0025 


Garden Coordinators: 
Meredith Bruns 
Erick Davidson 


DMCW Chiapas 
Mission Update 


Sr Chloe is visiting Des Moines to help promote and fund 
raise for the SYJAC Mayan Indian Center. (See Fall 2000 issue 
of Via Pacis.) Sr Chloe will be with us a couple of months and 
is available with Richard Flamer to give talks to promote the 
center. A big thank you goes to the Laborers International Union 
of North American and its Midwest Regional Office in Spring- 
field Illinois for paying for Sr Chloe’s plane ticket. 

So far we’ve raised about half of the $20,000 needed to 
complete the center’s construction. Richard hopes to return to 
San Cristobal in late Jan. 2001 with a (yet to be donated) 1985- 
1995 Nissan or VW station wagon filled with building tools and 
enough money to complete the building of the center. 

Monies for this project are being cleared through the Catholic 
Peace Ministry and are tax deductible. Anyone wishing to do- 
nate to this effort should make all checks payable to the Catho- 
lic Peace Ministry and earmarked for the Chiapas Project. 

For more information about Sr Chloe and the DMCW 
Chiapas Mission project contact: Richard Flamer or Fr Frank 
Cordaro at the DMCW, ph. (515) 243-0765. 


thousands of displaced Mayan 
Indians in or around San 
Cristobal. We are limited in what 
we can do in this regard only by 
the limit of our resources. 

At SYJAC, we want to de- 
velop hands-on practical pro- 


grams that promote the education — 


and health of the peoples we 
serve. One such effort is the build- 
ing of safe and healthy out-houses 
for the displaced and rural poor. 
There is so much more at SYJAC 
that we would like to do and are 
limited only by the resources we 
have available to us. 

My work is principally with 
our indigenous brothers and sis- 
ters to accompany them in their 
everyday struggles to preserve 
their traditions and culture with 
dignity, justice, love and secuny. 

We work in collaboration 
with other organizations and 
people for the development of al 
materially poor people who, in the 
ways and providence of God are 
rich in faith, hope and love. For 
this I am very rich and happy. For 
they are truly a gift to me, giving 
me the chance to believe, to dream 
and to know the face of Jesus 12 
the peoples we serve. 
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‘Norman Searah 

Even though this issue of the 

Pacis is our Christmas issue, 

hought I’d write my article 

out the people we DMCWs 
_ ould be thankful for, those who 
jped us along the way. 

Every Friday night around 
40 p.m., the DMCW celebrates 
ss in the dining room of 
ymgman House. Just before 
ss gets started, everyone gets 
sintroduce themselves. When 
comes my turn. I introduce 
yself saying, “In memory of 
shop Maurice Dingman and Jim 
iwington, my name is Norman 
ad we welcome you.” 

[have a lot of great memories 
‘Bishop Dingman at the 
MCW. I remember the time the 
ishop blessed Lazarus House. 
went from room to room 
ven the bathrooms!) sprinkling 
very room with holy water. I 
aried the bowl of blessed wa- 
x, and Dotie Lynch read the 
lessing for each room. I got a 
ttle wet, but I did not mind. 

I recall February, 1987 when 
jishop Dingman stood in front of 
te Belveue gate of Offutt Air 
orce Base, the home of SAC 
eadquarters, with 650 nuclear 
veapons protesters. Over 200 of 
s crossed the line. The Bishop 
ead Our statement, and then 
lepped aside as one group of 
xople after another crossed the 
Y)\| se property line and got ar- 
ested. 
Bishop Dingman wanted to 
toss the line too, but he wanted 
n wait and do so with some other 
other. bishops. That never hap- 
jened because the Bishop had his 
emble stroke. 
When Bishop Dingman died, 
[felt like I lost a good friend. I 
arved something for him after his 
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mom’s care. This has given us at 
the Catholic Worker a better ap- 
preciation of who he is as a per- 
son. 

Richard Flamer has been busy 
finishing up the attic and starting 
the rehabing of the Ligutti House. 
He has been tremendous in work- 
ing with all the different groups 
that have come to lend a hand. He 
took a much needed and deserved 
break to drive all the way across 
the country to California. He 
came back with a wonderful tan. 
Richard, Jackie and I had a won- 
derful time at the Joe Cocker and 
Tina Turner concert. Richard was 
the beneficiary of three tickets af- 
ter having helped a friend do some 
work. Love Friends! 

Mike Thompson has been a 
tireless worker at the House. If 


death. I also did a solo line cross- 
ing at the same Offutt Air Force 
Base gate where the Bishop led a 
demonstration and read his state- 
ment. 

Besides crossing in memory of 
Bishop Dingman, I crossed in 
memory of Jim Harrington. Like 
Bishop Dingman, Jim did a lot of 
good work for many poor people 
in his life. Jim came to the 
DMCW in 1985. He was a re- 
tired social worker. There wasn’t 
anything Jim didn’t know about 
the welfare system. He was a 
great teacher to a lot of us 
DMCWs. 

When a stray black dog wan- 
dered into the DMCW, Jim took 
the dog in and called him Blackie. 
They became close friends, not 
just to each other, but to our 
guests. Jim was at his best with 
the guests. He was a great lis- 
tener and knew just what to say 
to help them. 

Jim was a good carpenter, too. 
He did a lot of work with getting 
Habit for Humanity started in Des 
Moines. Jim was the guy who got 
the Bishop Dingman House fixed 
up for the Catholic Workers to do 
hospitality. It took him around 
two years to get Dingman House 
ready. 

When Jim got the Dingman 
House fixed up for hospitality, he 
got the community to give the 
first CW house at 713 Indiana 
Avenue to the Boyorquez’s, a 
Mexican family that was living in 
another house on Indiana Av- 
enue at the time. The Boyorquez’s 
are still living there today and are 
great neighbors. 

Besides the pictures of Jim 
Harrington and Bishop Dingman 
hanging in the large dining room 
in the Dingman House, which is 
also the Mass room on Friday 
nights, bible study room on Mon- 


not for him, we wouldn’t be able 
to keep the House open. He has 
been having some back trouble, 
so keep him in your prayers. 
Eddie is the closest example 
to a saint I have ever seen or met. 
He waters and feeds the next door 
neighbor’s dog. Mrs. Rivers, the 
neighbor, was recently widowed 
and has found in Eddie a true 
friend. He takes bread to some 
shut ins. He’d give his last dollar 
to a stranger, his coat to a person 
who had none, and his shirt to a 
shirtless person. Anything that 
Eddie has, and that’s not much, 
he is willing to give up without 
any regard to his own personal 
well being. I have never met any- 
one whose light shines brighter. 
Fran and Mike Fuller, as you 
read in their article in the last is- 
sue, are on a life changing path. 
To copy a phrase from Sweet 
Honey and the Rock, “If there is 
a storm and you re avoiding it, it 
will still be a storm, but if you go 
through it, when you get on the 
other side, you will be different”. 
Fran has quit her job (Go, Fran!) 
to be a full time member of the 


days, and community meeting 
room on Sunday nights, there is a 
large crucifix that hangs from the 
wall. This was a gift from the 


community. Mike has been here 
every free minute. 

Jackie, as you can see, is a 
writer. She has spent close to two 
weeks writing her article. Jackie 
has been a constant in my life for 
35 years. She has been with me 
through good and bad, ups and 
downs, and everything in be- 
tween. Anyone would feel 
blessed to have her as a sister. 

Julius, Joshua, and Jordan, as 
you can see from the The DMCW 
Kids article, are doing great. It is 
ajoy anda challenge to raise three 
very active boys in community. 
They are better for having been 
at the Worker. I hope one day 
they can appreciate all that they 
have been exposed to. I know 
that the Lord will bless and keep 
them. 

Teshaiya has been having a 
great year in K-1. She is learning 
a lot too. She finds it trying at 
times to be surrounded by boys, 
but she is adjusting well. Shay has 
brought a twinkle to a lot of 
guests eyes. She is always will- 
ing to play Uno or draw a picture. 

Richard Ngamo, my husband, 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


Cy was areal estate man who tried 
to help poor people in our neigh- 
borhood buy houses. He helped 
the DMCW get our first three 


DMCW archive photo 


Randy Gieske and his carved peace hand 
outside of Ligutti House (1980). 


Engler family, given in memory of 
Cy Engler. Cy was our Catholic 
Worker real estate man. A former 
priest who married a former nun, 


houses. 

When we first got Lazarus 
House, Cy did not think it was 
worth fixing up. He thought we 
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made it home safely. He had a 
bittersweet visit to Cameroon. It 
was wonderful for him to see his 
family and friends but sad to be 
there because of his sister’s death. 
Richard has a new nephew. But 
he also found out his brother has 
a hernia and another sister is hav- 
ing symptoms like the sister who 
died. It seems that health care in 
Cameroon is worse than health 
care here, and that’s not saying a 
lot. 

Me, myself, and I have been 
busy going to work, taking classes 
at DMACC, and living at the 
Worker. I'd like to say things are 
getting better in the neighbor- 
hood, but we have seen more 
people and given out more gro- 
ceries and blankets than in previ- 
ous years. I have faith that God’s 
works are going as planned. In 
each and everything we do, say, 
and feel, we know that a higher 
power is working. May the heli- 
day find you with the peace that 
surpasses understanding. 


God bless, 


Carta 


should level the building and 
start all over. He lived long 
enough for us to show him that 
Lazarus House was worth keep- 
ing. Cy and his wife Joan had 
three boys, all of-them went to 
good colleges and became politi- 
cal activists, working for the poor 
and a better planet. We are all 
proud of them. 

Throughout my 20 plus years 
at the DMCW, I’ve seen many 
people come through its door and 
leave their mark. One guy who 
comes to my mind who left his 
mark and then disappeared was 
Randy Gieske. In 1980, Randy. 
with nothing more than a small 
hatchet, carved a big hand Peace 
Sign out of a Mulberry tree stump 
that was already partially cut 
down. It was between the first 
CW House on Indiana Avenue 
and the Ligutti House. As the 
saying goes, nothing lasts for- 
ever, and Randy’s Peace Sign 
eventually rotted out and disap- 
peared. But it did not completely 
disappear because Fr. Frank 
found a photo of Randy and his 
carved Peace Sign in our DMCW 
photo archives. He’s letting me 
use it for my article. 

There are so many other 
people I should mention to thank, 
but I don’t have a lot of space left 
in this article soT’I] just say thank 
you to everybody who’s helped us 
at the DMCW through the years. 

As for how I’m doing, I’m still 
working on my diabetes and shar- 
ing information about diabetes. If 
you are interested in writing to me 
or want to help me on my next 
trip to Pine Ridge Reservation in 
SD, you can write me at 1307 8th 
Street, Des Moines, IA 50314. 
This is the house next to the 
Ligutti House on 8th Street. 


- 
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by Fran Fuller 


On November 16, 2000, nine 
members and friends of the 
DMCW left for Fort Benning, 
GA. in two vans to participate in 
SOA Watch’s commemoration 
and vigil to honor the thousands 
of people in Latin America who 
have lost their lives at the hands 
of dictators and soldiers trained 
at the US Army’s School of the 
Americas. This witness has 
grown from a few people in 1990 
to more than 10,000 and was 
founded and continues to be or- 
ganized by Fr. Roy Bourgeois. 

The School of the Americas 
(SOA) is a US Army combat 
school that has trained thousands 
of Latin American soldiers over 
the last 50 years. Many of the 
SOA graduates have committed 
atrocity after atrocity, including 
massacres of entire communities, 
assassinations, rape, torture, and 
‘disappearances’. SOA Watch is 
a grassroots movement working 
to close this ‘School of the As- 
sassins’. 

An annual vigil and line cross- 
ing is held in November each year 
near the anniversary of the mas- 
sacre of 6 Jesuit priests in El Sal- 
vador in 1989. This year 1,500 
students from the 26 Jesuit uni- 
versities and colleges in the USA 
were in attendance. 

The weather at Fort Benning 
was in the 40’s with constant rain. 
DMCW friends Lana and Steve 


DMCW photo 
Puppet Parade 


Jacobs, and the rest of the Colum- 
bia, MO, Catholic Worker Com- 
munity provided hospitality for 
our DMCW contingent in a 
couple of low rent motel rooms. 
They also organized a Hospitality 
Suite in an apartment building a 
short distance from the Fort 
Benning main gate where big pots 
of coffee, chili, and soup were 
kept going. Many Catholic Work- 
ers and friends from all over the 
country stopped in to warm up, 
have a meal, and talk with old 


LtoR: Rita Honnenshell, Sr Gwen Hennessey, Brian Terrell, Sr Dorothy Marie Hennessey, 
Jean Basinger, Mike Fuller, Bill Basinger, Helen Oster, Herb Michael & Fran Fuller. 


friends. It felt like a mini- national 
Catholic Worker gathering. We 
were extremely grateful for the 
generosity and hospitality of the 
Columbia, MO, CW community . 

The two day vigil began Sat- 
urday morning with a puppet pa- 
rade including huge paper mache 
puppets depicting various Latin 
American people and events. A 
stage and sound system were set 
up at the Fort Benning main gate 
and thousands of people stood in 
the cold rain to spend the day lis- 
tening to many speakers and mu- 
sicians. Pete Seeger, long time 
peace activist, and his son, Tao 
Rodriquez- 
Seeger, 
were among 
them. 

Sat- 
urday 
evening 
Mass was 
celebrated in 
the Jesuit 
Student 
Tent. Martin 
Sheen, a 
regular par- 
ticipant at 
this vigil, 
shared a few 
encouraging 
words fol- 
lowing the 
Eucharist. 
He quoted 
lines from a 
song to de- 
scribe his 
feelings... “I 
will go, 
Lord, if you 
lead me. I 
will hold 
your people 
in my heart”. He also commented 
that he was uncertain as to the ef- 
fect our Action would have on the 
SOA, but he was certain that we 
would have an edifying effect on 
each other. 

Sunday morning came with 
the same cold, rainy weather con- 
tinuing. Today’s schedule called 
for a Memorial Service and Line 
Crossing in a solemn funeral pro- 
cession. We participated in this 
memorial funeral procession to 
honor the lives of those who have 


DMCWs Join Thousands at Annual SOA Dem 


and continue to suffer because of 
the SOA. We went as emissaries 
of peace to confront violence with 


nonviolence. 


Most people who joined the 
funeral procession carried small 
white crosses each bearing the 
name and age of a victim of SOA 
violence. As the name and age of 
each victim was sung by a leader, 
the crowd raised their crosses in 
the air in unison and responded in 
song “Presente!” to acknowledge 
that the spirit of each victim was 
present and not forgotten. I found 
this ritual and the litany of names 


being sung very heart 
wrenching. There 
were also nameless 
victims, and the leader 
would sing “child....3 
years old”. 

The 3,400 people 
choosing to cross the 
line in the funeral pro- 
cession began moving 
forward, ten abreast, 
down the road enter- 
ing Army base prop- 
erty as the litany con- 
tinued. Actor Martin 
Sheen lead the proces- 
sion across the line 
arm in arm with the 
president of St. Louis 
University. Seven of 
the nine DMCW con- 
tingent crossed the 
line. They were Herb 
Michael from Iowa 
City, Lee Jankowski 
from Albany MO, 
Bnan Terrell from the 
Maloy IA CWer, 
Helen Oster from 
West Des Moines and 
Eddie Bloomer, Mike 
Fuller and myself from 
the DMCW. Richard 
Flamer and Fr Frank 
Cordaro stayed behind 
for support. 

We chose to dis- 
obey the Army’s no 
trespassing law in obe- 
dience to a higher 
law.... “Thou shalt not 
kill”. We crossed the 
line in solidarity with 
thousands who have 
suffered torture, dis- 
appearance, and 
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the buses. Half of theists 
to a nearby park and let the aa 
onstrators off. The other full 
the buses took their passengenl 
an air strip on the base that 
been set up to process ne. deh 
onstrators. Tents had beet : } 
and furnished with chairs. ¥ 
were held there awaiting oui 
to be photographed, fingtt 
printed, and have personal jail 
mation entered into their compl 
ers. We were then issued 
and bar’ letters and 
the base. Many suppe 
waiting with vans and care 
various drop off points i 
demonstrators rides back tol 
hotels. 

I heard several comments 
pressing appreciation that 
were many more young peo 
the vigil this year. I wasalst 
pressed by the witness of ite 
seniors friends of ours with 
I walked...Helen Oster $44 
Michael 84, and Sr. Dov 
Marie Hennessy 87, 
stamina and faithful witne 
cause of peace and justice 
the years is inspiring. 

“Nonviolent civil disstet 
ence is one way for us tocoitl 
ate with God’s nonviolent. It 
transformation of our oth 
When nonviolent civil disov 
ence is enacted in the Spat 
God’s love, it can be a font! 
the transformation of the wom 
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death at the hands of graduates 
of the SOA. In the words of Os- 
car Romero, “Those who have 
voices must speak for the voice- 
less”. 

About a half a mile down the 
road, the procession was stopped 
by the MPs. Many people then 
planted their crosses in the ground 
along side the road. Herb 
Michael, age 84, climbed a small 
hill near the road and stood at the 
top. With his raincoat flapping in 
the wind, he stood with arms out- 
stretched and his cross held high. 


The MPs asked that we board 3 on 
continued on] Rctior 
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L to R: Lana Jacobs, Shawna Sparks & Fr Frank Cordaro. 
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Steve Jacobs of the Columbia, MO Catholic Worker 
shares peace activist songs. 
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Resistance Notes 


Three Protesters Threaten 
Might & Morale of the U.S. Military 


Sam and Greg appeared before 
Magistrate Day at the district 
court on base. In more than 3 
hours of testimony by 6 witnesses, 
the prosecutor built his case 
around the accusations that the 3 
were participating in a political 
protest with a message intended 
to deteriorate the military’s mo- 
rale thereby hindering them from 
carrying out their mission of de- 
fending the US in the event of war. 

The defendants cross examined 
the government witnesses by ask- 
ing them to define a political pro- 
test. Their response - what you 
people were doing. The defen- 
dants asked if chaplains were al- 
lowed on base and were they al- 
lowed to read from the Bible. 
They asked if the messages of the 
Bible were considered threatening 
to the morale of the military. They 
asked the government witnesses if 
they recognized the source of the 
message on the banner. They did 
not, so Sam read from Isaiah 2:4. 

They each took their turn in tes- 
tifying. They spoke about hoping 
to warn people of our country’s 
course of destruction, of hoping 
to raise questions and dialogue, of 
following conscience and answer- 
ing to a higher authority. They 


attend the trial. 


Silence Trident Disarmament 


Action UPDATE 


Mike Sprong, former DMCW and Bonnie: Urfer were indicted in 
Madison, WI on a Federal misdemeanor of “destruction of property”. 
Trial date is expected sometime in March 2001 s Friends and supporters 
are strongly urged to attend the trial. Hospitality can be provided. All 
are welcome. The DMCW is organizing a-Des Moines delegation to 
Contact us if you wish to join us. 
Mike Sprong. and Beth Preheim can be 
28291 444thAve, Marion; SD 57043, phone: (605) 925-4893, 


e-mail <ROSEHILL@GWTC.NET> 


DMCW photo 


Congratulations Lynn and Guri Johal on the birth of 
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baby Nicole. Lynn is a volunteer at DMCW. 


ua pacts 


spoke of being human beings try- 
ing to bring a human message to 
a portion of humanity that allows 
inhuman acts to proceed forward 
blindly. 

Needless to say, the 3 were 
convicted. During the sentenc- 
ing phase, the prosecutor argued 
that extreme consequences 
needed to be imposed because of 
the severity of the crime. He ar- 
gued that this was not a simple 
trespass but represented a seri- 
ous threat to this country’s abili- 
ties to participate in war making 
activities. He warned of the 
government’s need to deter do- 
mestic terrorism and suggested 
that unless severe consequences 
were imposed, the government 
would lose the ability to maintain 
law, order and control over its 
people. 

SO - SAM HOCHSTETLER - 
30 DAYS, KRISTEN BETTS - 
60 DAYS, GREG BOERTJE- 
OBED - 6 MONTHS, ALL ARE 
IN THE CUSTODY OF THE 
BUREAU OF PRISONS. 

We learned a few things as a 
result of this ordeal. The Su- 
preme Court ruled that freedom 
of speech is not protected on 
military installations when such 


———~ 


reached at 


5 
5 
2 
2 


expressions of speech pose a dan- 
ger to military loyalty, discipline 
or morale. Expressions of speech 
affirming the military and its mis- 
sions are, however, welcomed on 
base at any time. We also learned 
that if those 6 simple words on the 
leaflets and 3 prophetic words on 
the banner constitute such a threat, 
then the pen really is mightier than 
the sword. For those that place 
their faith in the might of arma- 
ments, I would say are in deep 
trouble. 

For now, letters of support for 
the 3 can be sent to Jonah House 
at 1301 Moreland Ave, Baltimore, 
MD 21216. We will forward them 
and will keep you updated on their 
addresses once they are settled. 

Editors note: Greg Boertje- 
Obed’s six month sentence for 
holding a banner in front of a B52 
Bomber equals the six month sen- 
tence that Fr Frank Cordaro re- 
ceived in Sept 1998 for his par- 
ticipation in the God’s of Metal 
Plowshares! 
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DMCW at SOA 


continued from p 6 


We must say NO to death in all its 
forms and YES to the sacred gift 
of life through public acts of non- 
violent civil disobedience. Social 
transformation, in other words, 
requires that people break the 
laws which legalize injustice and 
accept the consequences of their 
peaceful actions. This dynamic of 
peaceful resistance and voluntary 
suffering opens the door toa new 
world of justice and peace.” (Fr. 
John Dear SJ) 

We are told that in December 
the SOA will change its name to 
The Western Hemisphere Institute 
for Security Cooperation. We 
know that whatever the govern- 
ment calls it, it’s still a ‘School of 
Assassins!” New Name? Same 
Shame! 

For more information on the 
School of Americas and efforts to 
close it contact: SOA Watch, PO 
Box 4566, Washington, DC 
20017, ph: (202) 234-3440 or at 
<www.soaw.org> 


Ghe Ivony of the Child 


by Abigail Frank 


Majestic King 
Struggling 
Squalling 

Wanm and Bloody 


Savior 


The last word on our gossiping lips 


Warrior 


Nose squished and wrinkled — 


Not strong and prominent 


Meg Crocker-Birmingham 


Eyes shut tight against earth’s bleakness 
Not searching for an enemy foothold 


Stomach rumbling gently 
Not hungry for gory battle 


Deliverer 
Still-soft bones 


And the weight of the world to bear 


Unused voice 


And authoritative commands to give 


This must be one of God's great jokes 
To mock our pleas by sending 


An infant to lead us! 

Are we to fall to our knees 
And crawl along behind 
Him to redemption?! 


yes. 


¥ 
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The 22nd Annual Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Retreat, Witness & Line Crossing: 
STRATCOM Headquarters, Dec. 26-28, 2000 


DMCWs are preparing to host the annual Feast of the Holy Innocents Retreat. 
Witness and Line Crossing at Offutt Air Force Base, just south of Omaha NE. (See 
Fall 2000 issue of Via Pacis) Anyone interested in joining us this year should get a 
hold of us at the DMCW as soon as possible. Ph. (515)243-0765 


= i PASAT STD 
Des Moines Catholic Worker U.S. ory 
PO:Box 4551 ~ 


1 DES MOINES, IA 
Des Moines |A 50306 PERMIT NO. 4171 


Address Service Requested 


DMCW NEEDS 


‘v Prayers! Without them none of the rest matters. 

’ $! Winter months are always more costly. Our utilities bills go sky high 
during these colds. months. q 

‘y¥ Renovations! We continue with renovations on our 3 houses. Thanks 
to a major onetime donation, we are putting in new windows and siding on Lazarus 
House. Plenty of other renovation projects are hoped for. Good carpenters, 
electricians and plumbers are needed. We need folks who can take on a specific 
renovation project, whether they do it themselves or pay for it to be done. 

‘’¥Y Blankets, Winter Coats, Scarves, Gloves and Tube Socks! 
Last year we handed out over 500 blankets during the winter, along with piles of 
coats, scarves and gloves. These items are needed right away. 

‘yA Freezer or Freezer Space! We have two very small old freezers. If we had more freezer space we could 
save more food for the leaner summer months . 

‘y Food and Stuff? We can always use canned and dry goods, as well as toiletries, especially: coffee, 100% fruit 
juice, breakfast cereal, canned fruit, vegetables, beans & meats, diapers, maxi pads and tampons, disposable razors and 
shaving cream, shampoo, toilet paper and dish cloths and hand soap. 

“yf A 1985-1995 Nissan or Mitsubishi Truck or Station Wagon for Chiapas Mission! Richard is 
looking for this type of vehicle to take to Chiapas and leave there for the folks to use. Nissan and Mitsubishi are the easiest to 
repair in Chiapas and a 1985-1995 vehicle will not require a big tax when crossing the border. 

As always, folks and work crews are wanted to help with maintenance, cleaning, and hospitality. Just call or drop by. 


Thanks for your continued support. y 
‘yf ~The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, 1310 7th St., Des Moines, IA (515) 243-0765 Ving 
Please send contributions to: P.O. Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 50306 


